Prenatal diagnosis

The learning outcomes below are suggested outcomes at the levels indicated.

These can be used within your modules when teaching aspects of clinical genetics.



Level 8





Understand the difference between prenatal screening and prenatal diagnosis


Develop an awareness of methods of prenatal diagnosis currently available 


Describe the advantages and disadvantages of prenatal diagnostic procedures


Explore possible psycho-social issues concerning prenatal diagnosis


Understand women’s need for support before and after prenatal diagnosis


Understand the importance of informed consent.











Level 11





Analyse specific issues that may influence women’s decisions regarding choices following the diagnosis of a fetal anomaly 


Critically appraise the decision making processes involved following ambivalent results


Examine the impact of an unexpected diagnosis for women and their families


Conceptualise how communication can be enhanced in a variety of situations


Formulate a multidisciplinary care plan for women who continue with a pregnancy where a fetal abnormality was diagnosed


Evaluate legal and ethical issues of prenatal diagnosis 





Level 9





Explain the difference between prenatal screening and prenatal diagnosis using methods that suit women’ s learning needs.


Demonstrate knowledge of the possibilities and limitations of prenatal diagnosis.


Discuss the importance of effective communication


Critically reflect on the psychosocial aspects of prenatal diagnosis


Examine the ethical and legal implications of prenatal diagnosis











