Newborn screening in Scotland
The learning outcomes below are suggested outcomes at the levels indicated.

These can be used within your modules when teaching aspects of clinical genetics.



Level 8





Develop insight into the issues around newborn screening.


Describe the conditions that may be prevented or ameliorated through newborn screening


Explore the issues around communication  


Understand the differences regarding consenting to a pregnancy screening test versus a new born screening test 


Recognise the genetic implications for a family if a newborn is found to have one of the recessively inherited conditions


Be aware of the implications of newborn screening


Understand the importance of a properly completed blood spot card











Level 11





Evaluate the rational and protocols of the Scottish newborn screening programmes


Critically reflect on a situation where a parent/parents declines newborn screening


Compare and contrast the different newborn screening programmes offered within the UK


Critically review the literature on the psychosocial, legal and ethical issues of newborn screening.


Debate the arguments for and against the storage of blood spot cards.











Level 9





Describe the rational and protocols of the Scottish newborn screening programmes


Understand the importance of a properly completed blood spot card 


Discuss the psycho-social implications of the newborn screening programme 


Examine the genetic implications for a family if a newborn is found to have one of the recessively inherited conditions 


Critically reflect on the role of the various professionals in contact with parents who’s child was found to be affected or a carrier in the newborn screening programme 


Know when and where to refer families for more specialist help




















