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Genetics for health care practitioners
Learning Outcomes for Undergraduate Level 8 (Year 2)

On completion of this Unit students will be able to:

1. An awareness of the psychosocial issues relating to genetics in society today.

2. To be aware of the different models of genetics in healthcare.

3. To appreciate the implications genetic disease might have for Public Health and Health economics.

4. To be conscious of the legislative issues in human genetics.

5. To be aware of some possible future developments in genetics and their ethical implications.

Learning Outcomes for Undergraduate Level 9 (Year 3)

On completion of this Unit students will be able to:

1. Discuss the salient psychosocial issues relating to genetics in society today.

2. To be able to discuss the different models of genetics in healthcare.

3. To discuss the implications of genetic disease for Public Health and health economics.

4. To demonstrate an understanding of the legislative issues in human genetics.

5.  To be able to reflect on key areas of future advances in human genetics and their ethical implications.

Learning Outcomes for Masters Level (11)

On completion of this Unit students will be able to:

1. To be able to critically evaluate the salient psychosocial issues relating to genetics in society today.

2. To be able to critically explore the different models of genetics in healthcare.

3. To discuss and critically evaluate the implications of genetic disease for Public Health and health economics.

4. To explore and critically evaluate the legislative issues in human genetics.

5.  Discuss and reflect on new developments in human genetics and their ethical implications.

Content:
1. Discuss the salient psychosocial issues relating to genetics in society with reference to parent-child issues including termination, birth defects and family risk of cancer, from either a cultural psychological perspective. 

2. To be aware of discuss and critically explore the different models of genetics in healthcare.

3. To appreciation, discussion and critically evaluate the implications of genetic disease for Public Health and health economics.  Antenatal gene testing for predisposition to common disease; Genetic discrimination; Gene therapy to enhance rather than treat humans; Pre-implantation genetic diagnosis to select for desirable traits; Disease related – saviour siblings; Non disease-related.

.

4. To appreciate, explore and critically evaluate the legislative issues in human genetics.

5.  Reflect and discuss the possible future developments in human genetics and their ethical implications.  Pharmacogenetics; increasing availability of gene testing for common conditions; Costs of genetic services in healthcare; Increasing knowledge of the human genome and its function.

